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ing laws. A prospecting area is limited to
24 acres, for which the rental is 10s. per year.

The Minister for Mines: That is not £1
per acre.

Mr. MARSHALL: No.

The Minister for Mines: Then why talk
about £1 an acre, when the charge is 105 a
year?

Mr. MARSHALL: Will the Minister
argne that every man who is prospeeting is
on a prospecting area?

The Minister for Mines: No.

Mr. MARSHALL: What does a pros-
pector pay for a lease?

The Minister for Mines: When he proves
that the area is payable, he has to take it
up as a lease.

Mr. MARSHALL: And when it is pay-
able, what does he pay?

The Minister for Mines: £1 per aere.

Mr, MARSHALL: There we have it! The
Minister and the member for Yilgarn-Cool-
gardie would have put the Committec com-
pletely wrong.

The Migisier for Mines: It is you who
would have put the Committee wrong.

Mr. MARSHALL: A progpestor who
takes up a P.A. can hold it as a P.A, only
until it has proved payable. Then he must
fake it up at £1 per acre.

The Minister for Mines: Hundreds of
prospectors have had extensions for three
years.

- Mr. MARSHALL: In my case the warden
was most dubious sbout granting an ex-
tension of six months. Why should wealthy
companies obtain leases more cheaply 7 Com-
panies should he obliged to pay £1 per acre,
and then £18,699 would he coming intoe the
Mines Department from which the Minister
could reeoup the State Batteries if he granted
the reduction suggested. The member for
Yilgarn-Coolgardie has been exzfremely for-
tunate with regard to the State Batteries
in his electorate.

Vote put and passed.

Vote—Cave House, etc., £7,786—agreed
to,

This concluded the Estimates of Revenue
and Expenditure for the year.

Resolutions reported.

BILL—DIVIDEND DUTIES ACT
AMENDMENT.

Returned from the Couneil with amend-
ments.

House adjourned at 11,29 p.m.
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The PRESIDENT took the Chair at 4.30
p.m., and read prayers,

QUESTION—GROUP SETTLEMENT
AREAS.
Clearing by Unemployed.

Hou, A. THOMSON (without notice)
asked the Chief Seeretary: On the 10th
November 1 asked the Chief Secretary cer-
tain questions relating to the clearing of the
group settlement areas by single men. The
Chief Secretary replied in answer to Ques-
tions 2 and 3, “In cowrse of preparation”
Will he please inform me whether the
preparation is nearly complete?

The CHIEF SECRETARY replied: I
have no further information but will make
inquiries.

BILL—METROPOLITAN MILK ACT
AMENDMENT.

Read a third time and passed,

BILL—-TRADE DESCRIPTIONS AND
FALSE ADVERTISEMENTS.

Committee's further report adopted.

BILL—FACTORIES AND SHOPS ACT
AMENDMENT.

Second Reading.
Debate resumed from the previous day.

BON., J. NICHOLSON (Meiropolitan)

[4.37]: The Chief Secretary, when intro-
dueing the Bill, mentioned that it was the
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desire of the Government to bring this legis-
lation into line with Eastern States legisla-
tion. The first thought that passed throngh
my mind was: What did the Eastern States
do with legislation of this nature, or how far
did they advanee with legislation of this
nature at the time when they were no further
developed industrially than we are now?
Comparisons between our own State and the
States whose legislation we are seeking to
copy become essential, for the reason—if for
no other reason—of justifying the type of
legislation which we have had placed before
us. We all know that faectories, shops and
industries generally are in a mueh more
developed eondition in each of the Eastern
States, and especially in New South Wales
and Victoria, than in our own State, The
question which arises is this: Tf New South
Wales, Vietoria and the other States waited,
as they did wait, until they were well estab-
lished industrially before introducing legisla-
tion of this nature, then clearly, if we are
going to follow on the lines of comparison
I suggest, we should wait until we have
reached au equal developmental stage prior
to our attempting to introduce legislation as
advaneed as this. It is advanced legislation.
Tt is more than advanced, beecause it will
usurp, as bon. members whe have spoken to
the Bill have pointed out, the functions of
the Arbitration Court,

The Chief Secretary: That is not true.

Hon, J. NICHOLSON : T shall be pleased
to lisien attentively to the Chief Secretary
on this point when he speaks in reply. But
I wonld like to draw the Chief Secretary’s
attention to the fact that certain functions
rightly belonging to the Arbitration Cowrt
are going to he a matter of statutory enact-
ment under this measure. The fixation of
hours which we find embodied in the Bill is
clearly a matter of determination by the
Arbitration Court. Clause 68 of the Bill,
for instance, states—

Section 155 of the principal Aet is hereby
amended by inserting at the beginning of Sub-
seetion (i) the following words:— ‘Subject to
the express provisions of Section 42 of this
Act.”?

The effect of Section 42 is to provide that
notwithstanding any provision in an award
mnade by the Arbitration Court certain things
will apply, and that again is a matter of
taking away from the Arhitration Court its
particular functions. The members of the
Arbitration Court have a particular duty fo
perform. They have an opportunity that
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Parliament undoubtedly does not possess to
make full inquiry and investigation inte the
numerous matters counecied with trades or

avoeations to determine what rates of pay

and conditions of labour should be observed
in any department of industry. By making
a fixed condition that certain things shall
apply, as laid down in the Bill, we shall be
taking from the court the opportunity to
make that investigation and inquiry and to
decide what is right and fair in the interests
of employees and what industry ean bear.

The Hororary Minister: You are refer-
ring to helidays.

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: Holidays, hours
of labour and ecertain rates of wages are
preseribed by the Bill, and other provisions
are ineluded, all of which come within the
secope of the Arbitration Court.

The Honorary Minister: You are speak-
ing of Section 42 which deals with holidays.

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: That is so.
Seetion 42 of the Act is to he repesled and
a new section inserted in lieu. The proposed
new section begins—

Except as hereinafter provided, and notwith-
standing anything contained to the contrary in
any award or industrin]l agreement heretofore

“or hereafter made under the provisions of the

Tndustrial Arbitration Act, 1912, and its amend-
meuts, ate.

The Honorary Minister: It says what
liolidays shall be observed.

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: Yes, but the
c¢lause eontains the words “notwithstanding
anything contained to the contrary in any
award or industrial agreement.”? If an
award or agreement provides something dif-
ferent from what is in the Bill,
then the award or agreement should
not be over-ridden by an Act of Parliament.
By seeking to follow what is done in the
Eastern States without first examining our
own industrial development, we shall be
making a grave mistake that will be detri-
mental to industry apd employment here,
If we adopt legislation parallel with that
operating in the Eastern States where in-
dustries are far in advanee of ours, we in
our struggling condition shall be giving a
great advantajge to industrial eoncerns there.
This reminds me of the huge impor{s made
annually by Western Australia from the
Eastern States, During the year ended the
30th June last the value of goods imported
from the Eastern States totalled considerably
over £10,000,000, That faet alone shounld
cause us to reflect. Faced with a position
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such as that, we should do everything in
our power o get our indnstries establishedd
on a firm basis before attempting to rank
equal with the other States in legislation of
this kind. I am a heliever in fair conditions
of Jabour, but I do not believe in an Act
of Parliament fixing those conditions gs this
Bill seeks to do. The Government would
have been wise in the inferests of the State
had they set up a competent authority to
determine the extent to which the cost of
production would be affected by adopting
the prineciples contained in the Bill. That
would have helped us to reach a proper
determination, Having regard fo the faets
I have mentioned, I consider that we wounld
be better advised, while maintaining proper
conditions in our factories, to leave the law
as it stands at present, and first make an
investigation to see how the new proposals
would affect the cost of production. If it
were shown that our cost of production
would be seriously affeected and raised above
the cost of production in the Kastern States,
our hope of getting factories established
here would beeome more and more remote.
Bolieving as I do that the Bill would be

opposed to the hest interests of the State

.al the present fime, I cannot see my way
to support the second reading.

HON. H. SEDDON (North-East) [4.55]:
As the ground has been covered so thor-
oughly by previous speakers, I have only
a few remarks to offer on the Bill. I
find myself in the position of being un-
able to support many of the clauses, al-
though I can see a very good reason for
some of the amendments proposed. Frankly,
however, I do not believe that we shall get
the best resuits by adopting the amend-
ments. 1 find myself in agreement with
other members in opposing the at{empt to
bring the one-man factory under the oper-
ation of the measure.

Hon. L. B. Bolton: It is the only good
thing in the Bill

Hon. H. SEDDON: We have to recognise
that the man eonducting one of those small
factories is amongst the most enterpris-
ing citizens of the State and ought to be
encouraged.

Hon. J. J. Holmes: There must be enter-
prise of that kind before larger concerns
can be developed.

Hon. H. SEDDON: I believe one reason
actuated the Government in introdueing that

[COUNCIL.]

amendment, a very imporiant reason. Un-
doubtedly factories lave bheen started,
largely by the foreign section of the eom-
munity, that compete on absolutely unfair
lines and de not observe our ideas of the
standards that should he maintained in
industry. We have to provide against that
sort of thing, which presents a serious men-
ace to our factory eonditions. Thus I can
understand the motive of the Government
in proposing that amendment. I should
like to see the question dealt with in some
other way, although I cannot offer any
suggestion at present that would be heip-
ful to the Government. The questicn of
hours is really one for determination by
the Arhitration Court. I am looking to the
time when the question of hours will be
dealt with internationally. All eivilised
countries, in my opinion, are rapidly ap-
proaching a stage of recognising that means
must be found to wmake greater leisure
available to worlkers. I do not think wa
shall be very much older Defore civilised
countries will adopt the convention of the
40-hour week; whether in the form of 5%
working days or five working days remaing
to be seen.

Hon, L. B: Bolton: It will certainly Ye
a five-day week when it does come.

Hon. H. SEDDON: Provided such a eon.
vention were adopted in all countries it
would be a move in the right direction, If
mtroduced in only some of the industrial
countries, they and their industries would

e placed under a very serious handicap as

compared with those that maintained a
standard of longer hours.

Hon. L. B. Bolton: That is what yon
will be doing by not supporting the propo-
sal to bring small factories under the law.
They will be allowed to work on six days.

Hon. H. SEDDON: T have already dealt
with that point. Until sneh a convention
1s adopted, the question of hours should
be dealt with by the Arbitration Court, bunt
I hope that before long this State and the
Eastern States will be able to fall into
line with other civilised countries by legis-
lating to make a 40-hour week general in
the community. I am opposed to the amend-
ment that seeks to abolish the present me-
thod of determining the half-day closing
of shops in the conniry. Conditions in the
country are quite different from those in
the city. Consider some of the goldfields
districts where men are working in the
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bush; the only day on which they ean get
their supplies is at the week-end. If shops
are elosed on Saturday afterncon such men
woutd have to lose a day’s work during
the week in order to go into the town and
secure supplies. The existing arrangemeni
gives the consumers a voice on the ques-
tion of when the holiday shall be observed.
That is a sensible arrangement, and it is
democratic, seeing that it gives them a
voiee in determining their own affairs.
Therefore I cannot support that clause of
the Bill, There are in the Bill necessary
features; for example, the appointment of
# deputy or assistant to the Chief Inspec-
tor of Factories. That officer now has a
great deal of responsibility and work, and
there should be some means by which he
ean obtain the help to which he is entitled.
I eannot support the greater part of the
Bill, though I am in sympathy with many
of its provisiens.

On motion by the Chief Secretary, debate
adjourned.

RESOLUTION—BETTING
BILL,

To Imquire by Joint Select Commitiee.

Message from the Assembly notifyving that
it had agreed to a scleet commiitee being
appointed to consider the Betting Control
Bill, and that it requested the Couneil
also to appoint o select committee of
five members to join with the seleet com-
mittee of the Assembly now considered.

CONTROL

HON. ¢. FRASER (West) [5.3]: I move—

That in accordance with the request contained
in message No 31 from the Legislative Assem-
bly, a select committee of five members he
appointed by ballot to eonsider the Betting
Uontrol Bill; the committee to have power to
eall for persons and papers, to confer with the
select committee of the Legislative Assembly,
to sit on days over which the House stands ad-
journed and to adjourn from place to place.

All hon. members are aware that the bet-
ting question has been the subject of mueh
controversy during recent years. Anyone
who has paid attention o the smbject must
realise that the question has reached a stage
at which something needs to he done. The
present position i3 one of absolute chaos,
That being so, legislation dealing with the
subject has been introduced; and, as a re-
sult, another place has appointed a select
committee, At its first meeting that seleet
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eommittee arrived at the econclusion that in
order to do justice to the subjeet a joint
solect committee was needed. In view of
the nearness of the end of the session, it is
cousidered that the select committee will
have to be converted into an bonorary Royal
Commission, s¢ that all phases of betting
may he gone into and a report covering
every aspect of the subject presented to Par-
liament. Therefore I submit the motion.

HON. J. J. HOLMES (North) [5.6]: The
mover of the motion has made it clear that
if the proposed joint select committee is to
do any good—the committee being able to
sit only while Parliament is in session, and
Parliament not being likely to remain in ses-
gsion for more than another two weeks at
the outside——

Hon. C. F. Baxter:
mistie.

Hon. J. J. HOLMES: To do any goad,
the joint select eommittee must subsequently
he appointed an honorary Royal Commis-
gion, T wish to draw the attention of mem-
bers to this aspeet partienlarly. During the
debate on the measure to amend the Con-
stitution, varions nuthorities, including the
Crown Law Department, were quoted to
show that the aceeptance of an honorary
Royal Commissionership was aceeptance of
an office of profit. It has been ruled by the
Crown Law Department that a member act-
ing as an honorary Royal Commissioner acts
in an office of profit. I warn hon. members
ghat if

Hon. A. M. Clydesdale: You need not
warn e,

Hon. J, J. HOLMES: I warn othér bon.
members that if they go on the joint seleet
committee—and it is useless to go on the
committee unless they are prepared to be-
come¢ honorary Royal Commissioners—they
are liable to be shot at. My duty ends with
drawing attention to the fact that in aceept-
ing such an office they will run a grave risk.

On motion by Hon. J. Cornell, debate ad-
journed.

That is rather opti-

BILL—FORESTS ACT AMENDMENT
CONTINUANCE.

Second Reading.
Debate resumed from the 18th November.
THE CHIEF SECRETARY (Hon. W. H.
Kitson—West—in reply) [5.8]: During the
debate on the Bill several hon. members



stressed foreibly the great importance of the
conservaiion of certain forest plants and
trees, and the importance of the problem of
soil erosion in the dry areas of Western Aus-
tralia. Those hon. members are right in say-
ing that the Government are fully alive to
the danger of the depletion of these particu-
lav plants and trees, and also to the grave
danger which may possibly arise from soil
erosion, especially in certain distriets of
Western Australia which already disclose
signs of that process. In faect, certain steps
have already been taken, and experimental
work has been put in hand, to deal with the
danger. Investigations are being made to
indicate in what direction action can hest he
taken; in other words, what is the most
cffective way of dealing with the problems
mentioned. In regard to the classes of tim-
ber to which hon. members alluded, the
Forests Department have already taken
action, They control all timber-cutting
throughout the Eastern and Murchison Gold-
fields, with a view to conserving the interests
of pastoralists in those areas. Measures are
also being taken to establish a closer relation
between the work of the Forests Department
and investigations being conducted by the
agrienltural branch of the University. This
refers pariicularly to field experiments being
made by the Forests Department to defer-
mine the extent and distribution of mulga
and other timbers in pastoral areas where
there are demands for mining timber, fire-
wood, and chareoal. Mr. Hall drew atten-
tion to the depletion of jamwood in the tim-
ber belts in the vieinity of Geraldton. That
matter has been referred to the Conservator
of Forests, who informs me that his depart-
ment some years ago investigated the ques-
tion, at a time when lavge quantities of jam
timber for supplies to Geraldton were being
obtained from reserves in the vieinity of
Northampton. As a result of the investiga-
tions, further cutting of jam timber for fire-
wood in those loealities has heen prohibited.
Since then the whole of the firewood supplies
of Geraldton have been obtained from pri-
vate property, over which the Government,
and therefore the Forests Department, have
no control whatever. When speaking on the
subjeet, the hon, member conveyed an im-
pression that he was perhaps possessed of
more information than the department had
in that particular connection. T would like
to saggest to Mr. Hall that if he feels he has
additional information, he might communi-
cate it to the Forests Department, who would
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be only too pleased to consider what is
possible to be done with a view te arriving
at a satisfuctory selution of the problem.
Mr. Beddon in his remarks referred to the
amount of £28,692 set down in the depart-
mental report as inferest on loans, The hon,
member asked for information en the snh-
ject. That amount of £28,692 represents
approximately 5 per cent. interest on a sum
of £591,600, particnlars of which appear in
the Estimates for the current finaneial year.
The latter sum includes all loan expendi-
ture on pine planting, purchase of
land, and forest regeneration sinee the
enactment of the [Forests Act, 1918.
It also ineludes all loan money made
available for relict work by the Forests De-
partment during the past five years. Con-
sideration has been given to the question of
how much of that relief cxpenditure is a
proper charge againsi forests revenwe, and
the effect of such a charge on the reforesta-
tion fund. Other members commented on
the Bill, but I do net think their remarks
call for any references from me. Certainly
a good deal of interest is being shown in the
question of reforestation, and it is highly
gratifying to know that so many members of
this Chamber are prepared to give eredit to
the Forests Department, and more especially
to the Conservator of Forests, for the work
aceomplished in vecent years. I agree with
those views. I consider that we are fortn-
nate in having at the head of the Foresis
Department a gentleman—and 2 young
gentleman at fhat—who has made his mark
among the forestry experts of the world.
Anyone who ecares to visit the areas
over which the Forests Department has
been operating during the last few years
must realise that the State will eventually
benefit greatly from the work done.
I am asked by the Conservator to in-
form hon. members that if any of them,
cither individually or collectively, care
at any time to pay a visit to any of the
plantations or distrists where the depart-
ment are actively engaged, or any district
coming under the jurisdiction of the depart-
ment, he will be only too pleased to endeav-
our to give them all information they re-
quire, and generally to assist them o under-
stand exactly what the department are doing
and what the value of that work will be to
the State in years to come.

Hon. L. B. Bolion: Let us make sure that
we keep him in the State.
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The CHIEF SECRETARY: I know the
Conservator fairly well, and I agree with
the remarks of hon. members that we are
fortunate in having an officer of his ability
at the head of the department. Although
quite a number of matters have been re-
ferred to by several members on the Bill,
I do not think there is any need for me to
say anything further,

Question put and passed.

Bil! read a second time.

In Committee.
Bill passed through Committee without
debate, reported without amendment, and the
report adopted.

BILL—FINANCIAL EMERGENCY
AMENDMENT.

Second Reading.

THE CHIEF SECRETARY (Hon. W. H.
Kitson—West)} [5.20] in moving the second
reading said: This is a Bill to continue the
operations of the Financial Emergency Act
as gmended last year. When this legislation
was last reviewed by Parlisment, it was de-
cided that it was no longer necessary to re-
enaet those seetions whiech relate to salaries,
wages, pensions, and grants, but, neverthe-
less, still 4o retain on the statule book pro-
vision for a 22%% per cent. cut in the in-
terest payable on all mortgages which
were in operation prior to 1931. This
section further provides that the maximmnm
reduetion shall be 5 per cent. per annum.
In view of present day conditions, it is not
considered expedient to allow mortgages in
foree at the time the original legislation was
initiated, and which have not been converted
to a lower rate of interest, to revert fo the
former high rates. Accordingly, the Bill
proposes to continue this provision for a
further period of twelve months. Tt will
also be necessary to continue the operation
of the other section of last year’s enactment.
This is a saving provision inserted last year
to protect the interests of those public ser-
vants who might retire subsequent to the
31st December 1935, and who are entitled to
superannuation based on the actual salary
received during the three years prior o their
retirement. It is nof desired that they
should receive a lesser amount of superan-
nuation than that to which they are really
entitled. The House agreed to that provi-
sion last year, and I feel sure members will

ACT
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agree fo its continuation t{o-day. Thers is
nothing else in the Bill; it simply provides
that the existing Aet shall be continued for
a further 12 months.

HON. J. NICHOLSON (Mectropolitan)
16.23]: The Bill, whieh has been very much
curtailed by reason of the Act passed last
year, is one of those measures in regard to
which I think most members have heen ap-
proached by people who are still affected by
the retention of this legislafion. Those who
are mainly affected are the people deriving
interest from mortgages. I have heard of a
number of cases, and I have no doubt other
members have also heard of instances of
people who have suffered very materially be-
cause of the shrinkage of probably a small
income which provided a hare subsistence for
them. Those people suffered because of the
reduction of 22%% per eent. Probably the
reduction is not felt to the same extent by
those who may be enjoying a large income.
The position is entirely different in cases of
that kind, but there are instances of hard-
ship, and I have no doubt the Chief Seere-
tary has heard of them. The request has
been made that there should e a cessation
of this legislation in view of the faet that
there has been a restoration of the dedue-
tions made when the Aet was first intro-
duced. T have no intention of opposing
the second reading, hut I desired to refer to
cases of hardship, and T hope the measure
will not operate bevond the term mentioned
in the Bill,

HON. L. CRAIG (South-West) [5.25]:
This will be the first oceasion on which ¥
have been able to support this Bill. My
objections previously were that the Govern-
ment, while foreing private people to aceept
a lower rate of interest had, themselves,
until this year, been charging a higher rate.
T am referring fo repurchased estates. When
legislation foreed mortgagees to reduce the
interest rate by 22% per cent., the Govern-
ment, until recently, were charging pur-
chasers of repurchased estates 6 per cent.
That was most unjust, and I said, soon after
my election to Parliament, that untit the
Government reduced the rate of interest they
were charging and brought it into line with
the rates outside, I would oppose the Bill.
Now I am glad the Minister has informed us
that the rate of inferest in respect of re-
purchased estates has been reduced to 5 per
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cent. Consequently I shall support the
second reading. I have a little knowledge
about this legislation and the abuse of it.
However, the good it will do will probably
override the abuse.

HON, J. CORNELL (South) [5.27]: I
wish to reiterate what I said last session.
It does seem absurd that we should restore
practically all that was taken away from
members of Parliament and  others and
should eontinue to impose the cut on another
section of the people, those who have loaned
money. I consider that illogical. I presume
there was some justification for restoring the
euts to public servants and members of
Parliament, and others. If there was no
justification for that, it should not have been
done. There is only one logical way out,
and it is that we should put the people who
are stili affected on the same basis as the
holders of war bonds at tiic time of the com-
mencement of the emergency legislation,
when war bonds were written down 22Y% per
gent. It is about time we finalised the
whole question of interest charges being im-
posed to-day under the emergency legisla-
tion, and finished up that legislation alto-
gether; -otherwise from year to year we shall
he carrying out something that is illogieal,
a seetion of the community having had their
cut restored and another section, so to speak,
being left in a state of indecision. 1t is as
well that we should let them know where
they are likely to stand in the future. Buf
the Governmeni are continming the line of
least resistance. Whilst I hold no brief for
that section of the community to whom the
cmergeney eut still applies, I consider there
should be a permanent adjustment of the
whole question.

Question put and passed.

Bill read a second time.

In Commitiee.

Bill passed through Committee without
debate, reported withoul amendment, and
the report adopted.

BILL—FAIR RENTS.
Second Reading.
Debate resumed from the 24th November.
HON. ¢. H. WITTENOOM (Sonth-East})

[5.31]: T have perused the Bill very eare-
fully in an endeavour to find out if there
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were sufficient good points in it to enable
me to voie for the second reading. I am
disappointed, beeause I eannot see any good
that is going to accrue from the Bill to
Raulgoorlic or any other goldfields town.
Nor do T think it will be any good for the
seaport towns or the agricultural towns. T
cannot see that the Bill is going to make
much difference af all in the city. Against
that, Mr. Heenan and Mr. Hall have said
that the Bill is wanted in goldfields towns,
and I presume the Government have been
asked by the goldfields community to bring
down the Bill. So, if the Minister, when
replyiug to the dehate, will agree to restrict
the Bill to goldfields areas T will support
the second reading. Perhaps it is not pos-
siblg for the Minister to do that. The neces-
sity for the Bill emanates, it iz to be sup-
posed, from the oxtvavagant veniz being
charged by laudlords in goldfields towns. I
am one of those unfortunate persons who
own a few of the dwelling houses to be
affected by the Bill. Notwithstanding all the
vears I have had those houses—and in this
I am speaking for others who own similar
hounses—I can say I have never received in
return for them bank inferest plus 16 per
cent. plus depreciation and maintenance.
Neither in Albany nor in any other town
have the landlords received so much. I will
vote for the sececond reading if the Bill be
restricted to Kalgoorlie alone.

Hon. E. Heenan: Make it Buubury,

Hon, C. H. WITTENQOM: I have becn
told that the venis heing asked in Kalgoorlie
amount sometimes to 30 per eent. and 490
per eent. 1 am not sure about the 40 per
cent., but [ have been told that so mueh has
been charged. Even if 30 per cent. or 25
per cent. or 20 per cent. is heing charged,
1t is extortionate, especially since in Kal-
goorlie there iz an abundance of rieh ove
sufficient to keep Kalgoorlie going for very
many years. I iz a town with a long life
before it. T once lived in Boulder, but T
do not know whether the houses that have
heen referred to in the course of the debate
are the dwellings of the old town or whether
they are new houses ithat have heen built
sinee the revival of the gold industry. 1
admit that probably it would be fair to
restrict the rents chavged for those older
houses which through the years have paid
for themselves, buf it would be totally un-
just to rvestrict rent that is charged for a
new house. Moreover, it would be imprae-
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ticable to separate the old from the mew
Whenever houses are in great demand fwo
things ocenr: Rents rise, and people with a
little money come along and build meore
houses, having recognised the opportunity
to use their capital. So before very long it
oceurs that the problem solves itself.

Hon, G. B. Wood: That is what i hap-
pening on the fields today.

Hon. C. 0. WITTENQOOM: The reason
for the shortage of houses in Kalgoorlie to-
day was well explained by some speaker
last week, who pointed to the big alferation
i population that has occurred during the
last five vears, Naturally if people will
rush into a town they must experience diffi-
culty in securing houses, However, as {ime
@oes on this problem undoubtedly will solve
itself. O the other hand, if rents are going
to be resiricted by Parliament, if building
iz going to be discouraged in that way, the
mining community will have to do as they
used to do when I lived in Boulder. Ir
tho+<e days a lurge proportion of the popula-
tion were living in hessian eamps, and good
comfortable ecamps they were. In those
days most of the single men were living
cither in boarding houses or in the hotels.
I have referred to Kalgoorlie, and now J
am going to refer to a supposititious new
field whose life is totally unknown. We do
not know whatlier the life of the town will be
one year or many years. Now who on earth
is going to build houses under those condi-
tionz? For the owner of a house would be
quite nnable to determine whether the house
would be paid for in the course of years.
Suppose rents were allowed to go to 10 per
cent. or 12 per cent., which is what is expec-
ted in a city such as Perth. I venture to say
that if the Bill becomes law in its present
form, the new position of the housing diffi-
culty on the goldfields outside of Kalgoorlie
will he considerably worse than the present
position. It must be recognised that the
position on the goldfields is entirely differ-
ent from the position in the ciby. There is
i great deal of difference between buying
or leasing a house in Kalgoorlie, and buy-
ing or leasing a house in Perth. The miner
as a rule does not want to own his house at
all. He wants to be free to move about from
one town to another, or from one field to
another., Men living in Kalgoorlie prob-
ably would get better tributes and more
wages on a new field. So they do not want
to own a house, and because the miner does
not want to own a bouse he is prepared
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to pay wmore rent in Kalgoorlie than he
would pay in Perth. Clause 8 prescribes
the basis of determination of fair rents
under the Bill. Subelaunse 2 of that elause
reads as follows :—

The court shall determine the fuir rents at a

rate of not less than 1% per cent. per anhum
above the rate of interest whieh is for the
time being charged upon overdrafts by the Com-
monwealth Bank of Australin on the eapital
value of the dwelling house determined as afore-
said, plus the following:—
Then there are enumerated rates, and paint-
ing and maintenance, renewals, insurance
and depreciation. T have said that the Biil
is no good to Albany, Bunbury, or any of
those places, because the rent in such places
never gets up to 614 per cent., as preseribed
in the Bill When the depression finally
lifts it is on the cards that a large number
of people will go to Albany, Geraldton and
Bunbury. To encourage them to build houses
they should be allowed to build and take
whatever rent they can get for the houses,
The Bill will be of no use in agrieulfural
districts. Only the other day I read a speech
by My, Watts, M.LLA., who showed that in
Katanning the average rent was not more
than G} per eent. I know from personal
knowledge and experience that rents in the
eity do nof realise more than about 64 per
cent., exeept in odd cases. It appears to me
that the gross returns to the owners of
houses in the city iz about 8 per cent., but
of course out of that has to come deprecia-
tion and maintenance,

Hon. H. V. Piesse: And you have to col-
lect the rent.

Hon. C. H. WITTENOOM: In my
opinion the Bill is a bad Bill, and altegether
ill-considered. If it becomes law in this
form it will seriously affect the letting of
houses, particularly on the goldfields. Prob-
ably it will affect some towns that are likely
to make progress in the near future. What
has been the position for the last five years?
The higgest sufferers from the financial
emergency legislation have been landlords,
those who let houses, buildings, etec. Time
and again we have heard of the unfortunate
widow who has iest the little she had to live
on. During the five years when this finan-
cial emergency legislation has been in oper-
ation, landlords have been in considerable
trouble. I can recall the tenants' relief Bill.
Most members know of cases where the
owners of houses had to go for weeks and
months without any rent. I know of one
owner of dwelling houses who received no
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rent for a year. At the end of that time
the rent owing had to be written off, and
the rvent of the premises reduced. I never
lieard of the suggestion that a minimum
rent should be fixed. If I thougbt this Bill
¢ould be confined to Kalgoorlie, 1 would
support the second reading. It leaves out a
lot of important peints. It does mot men-
tion agents’ or lawyers’ charges. It puis a
great deal of responsibility upon the
shoulders of magistrates who are not in that
line of business and cannol earry the re-
spousibility, I intend fo oppose the second
reading.

HON. H. V. PIESSE (South-Fast)
[5.47): There is no need for me to discuss
the Bill at great length. As a landiord, I
have bad experience of renting houses, I
can assure members that no definite rates
should be fixed by Act of Parliament deahng
with the interest that can be earned on a
building or dwelling house. The Bill wiil
not suit the country, nor the people at sea-
ports. The majority of those who reside at
seaports, snch as Jumpers and other workers
who have a fixed oceupation, own their own
houses. Visitors to seaports cannot expect to
rent premises at 6% per cent. on the capital
value. That is an absurd suggestion. People
who can afford to visit the seaside should
be able to pay a rent exceeding 614 per cent.
Premises at the seaside can only be rented
for 2%, to three monmths daring the season,
and that insome has to cover the whoie year.
We should not saddle the goldfields with
legislation that we do not require in the
coastal or metropolitan areas. Before I give
my vote on this measnre I shall want to
hear from other goldfields members con-
cerning whether it is required on the fields.
We have heard Mr. Heenan’s remarks. 1
cannoi aliogether agree with them, but 1
want further information from other mem-
bers before I decide definifely how I shall
vote. So far as I can see at present my
vote will he recorded against the second
reading.

On motion by Hon. H. Seddon, debafe
adjourned.

BILL—INDUSTRIES ASSISTANCE ACT
CONTINUANCE.
Second Reading.
THE CHIEF SECRETARY (Hon. W. H.
Kitson—West [5.49] in moving the second
reading said: The purpese of this Bill is to
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continue the operation of the Industries
Assistance Aet for a further period of one
year. Not sinee 1914 has it been so neces-
saty for the Govermment to have legistative
powers to enable them fo meet the state of
vmergeney that has arisen as a result of the
series of bad seasons experienced by farmers
over the past few years. The Industries As.
sistanece Act c¢ontains a provision which
allows credit to be graoted expeditiously
under an automatic charge upon the crops,
land, and chattcls of the borrower. KEvents
of recent years bear witness to the useful-
ness of this provision, which applies to the
country rather than to the metropolitan area.
During 1933-36, for example, as a result of
abnormal seasonal eonditions and the conse-
quent poor harvest, farmers' credit was
severely vestrieted. The Industries As-
sistance Board, however, was able to pro.
vide funds for the provision of seed wheat,
chaff, superphosphate, fuel, wages, and
maghinery parts for seeding and fallowing.
It will be agreed that it is highly desirable
to continue this legislation. In all, reliet
was granted to 1,066 settlers last year, of
whom 319 were already operating under
the Aet, Tt is apparent that, as o result
of the intensified recurrence of last yvear’s
drought conditions, it will again be neces-
sary to provide a large number of farmers
with sustenance, chaff, fuel and so on, fo
cnable them to carry on during next year.
As at the 31st Oetober) 1036, there wers
2121 aecounts in operalion as compared
with 1,720 for the same date in the prev.-
ous year. Advanees made by the Board
for drought relief, as from the 1st July,
1935, to the 31st Oectober, 1936, totalled
£78,615. During the same period other ad-
vances to horrowers amounted to £14,485.

Hon. J. J. Holmes: What did you ge:
back?

The CHIEF SECRETARY: At the #1st
October, 1936, principal and interest out-
standing amecunted to £1,422,480 and
£388,531 rvespectively, the total liability
heing £1,811,011.

Hon. J. J. Holmes: Ninety-two thousand
pounds went ont last year. How much did
you get back?

The CHIEF SECRETARY: Collections
for the twelve months ended 31st October
totalled £35,537, comprising prineipal
£15,840, and interest £19,697, while over
the same period £154,911 was written off
the Indusiries Assistance Board’s funds.
The interjection of Mr. Holmes iz a very
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pertinent one. He says that we have ad-
vaneed so much mopey and received back
a smaller sum, I am sorry to have to sug-
gest that that position will ‘obtain for
another vear. We know that a large num-
ber of very competent farmers are suffering
throngh drought conditions, and through
no fault of their own, and it will be neges-
sary for some provision to be made to
enable them to carry on their operations.
If we are to have a vepetition next season
of what we have had, our positien and that
of the farmers to whom I have referred
will indeed be a serious one, If is wnder
this Aet that the Government are able to
profride the assistance I have mentioned.
Ti 15 absolutely essential that assistance of
this kind shall be given, and to this end
it is also cssential that the Aet should be
continued. The Bill provides for a econ-
{innance of the Aet for only one year. 1
am afraid we shall have to bring down a
Bill of this nature for at least another
vear.

Hon. G. B. Wood: Why not make it five
vears?

The CHIEF SECRETARY: I am not
prepared to say how Jong legislation of
this kind should endure. This House has
deeided on previons oeeasions that it shall
he hrought down from year to vear, and we
are bringing it down on this oceasion to
last for another 12 months. T move—

That the Bill be now read a second timo.

HON. H. V. PIESSE (Sonih-East)
[555]: I amn sorry this Aet has to he con-
tinued. That is largely due to the serious
drought conditions from which we have been
soffering. T commend the Agrienltural Bank
for having so splendidly aequired chaff for
farmers who will be needing it for their
stoek doring the coming season. The auth-
orities eoncerned went into the market and
hought chaff at a reasonable figure, I under-
stand the price paid will prove of great ad-
vantage 1o the farmers who will need the
chaft to maintain their stock. We are fae-
ing very serions times. Crops are by no
means good. Kven in distriets where we
have had fair rain, the returns are not com-
ing up to expectations. Many farmers in
the so-called wet areas will have to be
helped owing to the dry season, and it will
be necessary to help others in varions dis-
triets. There are several men in the Nyahing-
Pingrup district who recently had a meet-
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ing, and who have written to the Minister
informing him of the serionsness of the posi-
tion. This Aet will have to be continued.
The only thing we have to worry about is
whether sufficient money will he made avail-
able to assist the farmers concerned and
keep them on the land. T sapport the Bill

HON., J, CORNELL (South) [558]: I
desire to issue & warning fo some members,
particularly those representing agricultural
provinces. Mr, Piesse referred to the pur-
chase of chaff as being a favourable deal.
That will he only a drop in the ocean. Owing
to a catastrophe having strueck the agrical-
toral industry, not only this year but in
some parts for the last three years, this is
riven as one reasen for eontinuing the Aet.
I warn members that they are going to face
a sitnation by the continuance of this Act
that they have not faced for many
vears, They think that the situation can
he met by continuing an Aet of Parliament
that has been in existence for 21 years.
The Aect was first passed in 1915, sinee when
there have been very few amendments to it.
The machinery provided in the Bill will he
that which will operate to meet present-day
conditions, if that has to be done. During
the good times the stage had been reached at
which consideration was given to continning
men on the land or putting them off if they
were hot regarded as satisfactory, That stage
was reached before the dupression and the
drop in prices. Now, when the agrieultural
industry is reduced almost to a state of
absolute insolveney, we are to say that, willy-
nilly, we shall continue an Act that is nearly
22 years old and apply its machinery to
deal with a set of conditions that had not
existed formerly. If members representing
agricaltural provinces consider that fit and
proper, well and good. 1 warn them that
later on, when the repercussions are felt,
they will not he able to offer any excuse that
will avail. I prophesy that if we do aot
bring the Industries Assistance Act up te
date, memhers will be cotnpelled later on to
somersault, as they did in conncection with
the Agricultural Bank Act. They will sup-
port the legislation now and later on deseribe
it as one of the worst legislative iniquities
ever perpetrated.

Hon, G W. MILES: Who said that?

Hon. J. CORNELL: Quite a few said that
regarding the Agrieultnral Bank Aet. Even
at this late stage, we may take note of the
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treatment of the Lotteries (Control) Aet
Amendment Bill in the Legislative Assembly,
where, owing to gertain exigencies, members
have felt impelled to insert an amendment
- regarding  andits, or some other minor
matter. So we can have regard to the exi-
geneles of the agrienltural position and de-
mand to know from the Government whether
or not the machinery of the Industries As-
sistance Aet, which is obsolete in many ve-
spects, should continue. Few of our farm-
ers will Dbe affeeted because, like the Red
Indians, they are disappearing from the
outer parts of the wheat helt. I suggest to
members representing agricultural provinees
that they should adjourn the dehate and find
ont where they stand. They should do that
rather than, later on, say that if they had
known this, or known that, the position
would have been otherwise. I support the
second reading of the Bill heeause there is
nothing else to do. There is no other legis-
lative machinery by means of which neces-
sary aid may be administered. The Indus-
tries Assistance Act has been availed of fo
asgist the miner-settlers at Southern Cross,
because there was no other legal ehanne] en-
abling necessary assistanee to be rendered to
them.

On motion by Hon. A. Thomson, debate
adjonrned. . .

BILL—GUILDFORD CEMETERIES.
Second Reading.

THE HONORARY MINISTER (Hon.
E. H. Gray—West) [6.5] in moving the
second reading said: The purpose of this
Bill is to vest in His Majesty eorfain ceme-
tery lands held at Guildford by the Salva-
tion Army, the Charch of England, and the
Roman Cathelie and Methodist Churches, in
order that they mmay he proclaimed a publie
cemetery

Hon. J. J. Holmes: This iz to be a public
cemetery, not a reereation ground?

The HONORARY MINISTER: Yes, I
will explain the pesition. It iz quite differ-
ent from the Bunbury proposal. At present,
the Guildford cemeteries are subjeet to a
divided control that has been found unsatis-
factory. The most nsed parts of these ceme-
teries are held in fee simple by the afore-
mentioned religious denominations. These
are indicated on the plan I have caused fo
be laid on the Table of the House. The bal-
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ance of fhe cemeieries area is set apart as a
public cemetery under the Cemeteries Act,
and is controlled by a board of trustces, who
have no control over the areas held by the
churches. With a view to taking some ae-
tion to place the control and maintenance of
the cemeteries on a hetter basis, the local
governing authorities concerned held a con-
ferenee in March of this year, when it was
decided that the necessary action be
taken to convert the whole area into a public
cemetery, subjeet to the provisions of the
Cemeteries Act. When approached in this
regard, the religions hodics concerned agreed
to surrender their respective arcas, subject
to the land being irrevocably dedieated for
cometery purpases, under the conditions laid
down by the Act. The Bill, therefore, pro-
vides, under Clause 2, that the lands held by
the churches shall vest in His Majesty, freed
from any trust, but subject to certain existing
rights set forth in Clause 5, namely, the pre-
servation of any existing rights of burial,
and the observance hy the new trusiees of all
provisions and conditions under whieh such
rights were granted. Clavse 3 provides that
the lands so revested shall be forthwith pro-
claimed a public cemetery under the provi-
sions of the Cemeferies Aet, and Clause 4
relieves the original owners of all further re-
sponsibility in respect of the eonirol of
their lands, when the new cemetery has
been proelaimed under the Act. T move—

That the Bill be now read n second $ime.
Question put and passed.

Bill read a second time.

In Committee.

Bill passed tlirough Committee without de-
bate, reported without amendment, and the
report adopted.

House adjourned at 6.10 p.n.



